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One of the biggest problems when publishing proceedings is the
timeframe. This book – as almost hidden in the foreword – written by
Dr. S. Ayyappan (Secretary and Director General of the Government of
India) on the 6th of August 2012, is the proceedings of a symposium
held in March 2011, hosted and organized at the ICAR Research
Complex of Goa. The book was published in 2013, almost two years
later than the actual symposium. This means that most of the lectures
presented in written format in some respects are outdated. However,
thepapers are given reasonable good overviews on the covered subjects.
There is no question that microbial diversity is in the forefront of
research and industrial interests of biotechnology.
The eighteen lectures presented covers: the bioinformatic tools for
molecular analysis of microbes, the marine microorganisms for drug
discoveries, the arbuscular mycorrhizal diversity, the bioﬁlm forming
ability of foodborn bacterial pathogens, the diversity of yeast from
fermented products, and the harnessing of the diversity of rumen
microbes as general subjects. Severalmore speciﬁc topicswere also cov-
ered like emerging enterohaemorraghic Escherichia coli, and also E. coli,0254-6299/$ – see front matter © 2014 SAAB. Published by Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved.
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.sajb.2014.01.009as global foodborn pathogens; exploring Staphylococcal diversity to plan
novel vaccine strategies; and the agriculturally important ﬂuorescent
Pseudomonads or diversity of bacteria causing bovine mastitis. Some
mainly locally important topics were also presented as molecular
microbial ecology of solar salterns of Goa and the isolation of culturable
Haloarcheae, characterization of polyhydroxyalkanoates producing bac-
teria from coastal sanddune ecosystems, or phenotypic characterization
of mosquito larvicidal Lysinibacillus strains from paddy ﬁelds and man-
grove vegetations. From this list it is quite obvious that the symposium
covered several important aspects under the ﬂagship of microbial
diversity.
The book is a good resource for students and young researchers that
are interested in the listed or covered subjects.
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